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BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR OF JAMES HOLLYDAY. 

BY GEORGE T. HOLLYDAY. 

James Hollyday, son of Col. James Hollyday, of Prince 
George's County, Maryland, and grandson of Col. Thomas 
Hollyday and his wife, Mary (Truman) Hollyday, was born 
at " Wye House," the Lloyd homestead in Talbot County, 
Maryland, November 30, 1722. His father removed to that 
county prior to 1721, became eminent as a statesman, served 
several terms in the Lower House of Assembly, and was for 
many years one of his Lordship's Council, Treasurer of the 
Eastern Shore (that part of the State which lies east of the 
Chesapeake), and Naval Officer at the port of Oxford. His 
mother was Sarah Covington, of Somerset County, Maryland, 
who first married Col. Edward Lloyd (Governor of the Col- 
ony of Maryland, 1701-1704, and 1709-1714), and becoming 
his widow March 20, 1719, married May 3, 1721, Col. James 
Hollyday, whom she also survived. 

According to tradition, Mrs. Hollyday " was a remarkably 
beautiful woman," and her portrait, still in the possession of 
the family, defaced as it is by the ravages of time, gives 
undeniable truth to the report. The intellect and force of 
character there denoted were strikingly exemplified in the 
settlement and management of the estates of both husbands, 
she havi ng been in each case appointed executrix. 

In 1729 Col. Hollyday bought a tract of land beautifully 
situated on Chester River, in Queen Anne's County, known 
as " Readbourne," and in 1731 erected the fine mansion 
house now standing (1883), and occupied by his descendants 
of the fifth generation. This mansion, built of English brick, 
was planned and constructed under the supervision of Mrs. 
Hollyday, she being in correspondence with Charles Calvert, 
the fifth Lord Baltimore, in regard to its style of architecture. 
The family lived at " Wye House" until James, the subject 
of this sketch, was nine years old, removing to " Readbourne" 
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when Edward Lloyd, his half-brother, having attained his 
majority, came as the heir to take possession of his paternal 
estates. 

Mr. Hollyday, Sr., died at " Readbourne" October 8, 1747, 
and on his tombstone in the burial-ground there is the fol- 
lowing inscription, surmounted by the family arms — a demi- 
lion rampant holding an anchor, and three helmets; motto, 
"Nulla virtute secundus." 

" To the memory of James Hollyday Esqr. 
Who departed this life on the 
8th of October 1747. 
He was many years one of his Lordship's 
Council, and in public and private 
life always supported the character of a worthy 
gentleman and good Christian." 

Mrs. Hollyday died in London April 9, 1755, and was 
buried in the churchyard at "West Ham, County Essex, about 
ten miles from London. Her grave bears the following in- 
scription : — 

" Beneath this stone lieth the body of 
Mrs. Sarah Hollyday, 
late of the Province of Maryland, in America, from 
whence she came to London in the year 1754, and died 
the 9th day of April 1755, aged 71 years. She had been 
the wife of Edward Lloyd (formerly of the aforesaid 
Province) Esq ; and, after his death, of James Hollyday 
(late of same place) Esq, whom she also survived. 

Though a stranger here, 
she was known, esteemed, and respected in her 
Native Country." 

We have no data regarding the early education of the 
subject of our sketch, but he must have improved the advan- 
tages the schools of that day offered, for he commenced early 
in life to practise law, and was for several terms member of 
the Assembly prior to 1754, when, in order to perfect himself 
in his profession, he entered as a student the Middle Temple 
at London, then the great law school of England. 

The exact date of his embarkment is recorded in the issue 
Sept. 19, 1754, of Green's Annapolis Gazette : — 
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" On Monday or Tuesday last, sailed from below Kent 
Point, the ship Prince Edward, Capt. Blackburn, for Loudon, 
with whom went passengers, Madam Sarah Hollyday and 
her son James Hollyday, Esq., of Queen Anne's County." 

Both mother and son suffered all the disagreeables of an 
ocean voyage, and had the misfortune to lose their captain 
by an illness resulting in his death. The object of Mrs. 
Hollyday's visit to England was to embrace once more her 
only daughter, Rebecca C. Lloyd, whose marriage with Mr. 
William Anderson, a London merchant, had caused a sepa- 
ration of many years. Her son having no family ties, and 
moreover unwilling to part with the mother he so loved, 
took advantage of this opportunity, not only to prove his 
filial love, but, as before stated, to continue his studies in 
London under more favorable auspices than those America 
at that time afforded. 

During his residence in London, a period of nearly four 
years, Mr. Hollyday received many interesting and important 
letters bearing on the condition of the colonies at that time, 
some of them from the pen of his half brother, Col. Edward 
Lloyd (born May 8, 1711, and, after holding many positions 
of honor and trust, died Jan. 27, 1770), and Thomas Ringgold 
(born Dec. 15, 1715, died April 1, 1772), two of the most 
prominent men of the Maryland Colony at that period. Mr. 
Ringgold was a delegate from Kent County, and conspicuous 
as one of the commissioners from Maryland to the Stamp Act 
Congress held in New York City in October, 1765, and the 
following incident connected with his public career will show 
the character of the man. 

Mr. Zechariah Hood was the person appointed by the 
British Ministry as Stamp Distributor in Maryland. His 
appointment gave great dissatisfaction, and McMahon writes: 
" An incident occurred soon after his arrival (in Annapolis) 
which made him still more obnoxious to the people of the 
province. Finding himself the object of general detestation 
he endeavored to palliate his conduct by the assertion that 
the office he held had been solicited by a member of the 
Assembly who had offered a large sum for the bestowment 
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of it, and that therefore the people ought not to expend their 
whole fury on him for his acceptance of it. The person 
pointed at by this slanderous assertion was Thomas Ring- 
gold, who, hearing the rumor, spoke the general sentiment 
of the people in the following noble and indignant reply. 
4 1 hope,' be says, ' that my conduct has been such both in 
public and private stations as to induce a general belief that 
I have the feelings of humanity, am a friend to liberty, and 
love my country. I should be extremely sorry by an act so 
truly contemptible to have afforded room for a contrary 
opinion. I therefore beg the liberty publickly to declare 
through your paper (Green's Gazette) that no consideration 
should have induced me to have had any hand in the execu- 
tion of a law tending to the subversion of our dearest rights 
as freeborn subjects of England, and to the suppression of 
the freedom of the press.' " 
Col. Edward Lloyd writes Nov. 25, 1754:— 

" We long looked, and for some time with a great deal of 
impatience, for a letter from you, as we heard of the mis- 
fortune that happened to you by the death of Capt. Black- 
burn some time before your letter reached us. The concern 
we had at hearing of both your and my mother's indisposi- 
tion is not to be abated, until we hear that you have recovered 
yr health." 

Thomas Ringgold, in his letter to Mr. Hollyday, dated 
Dec. 7, 1754, says : — 

" Capt. Blackburn was really much lamented by all his 
acquaintances. Indeed, there are few men act their part in 
life so well as he did." 

The events in Maryland during the period that Mr. Holly- 
day was pursuing his studies in London were of a highly 
interesting and important character, and as the correspond- 
ence treats largely of public affairs and the condition of the 
colony, and furnishes many details of operations during the 
French war, I quote freely from it. 

McMahon records that " the colony during the early years 
of this struggle, from 1754 to 1758, was in a very distressed 



430 Biographical Memoir of James Hollyday. 

condition," and Col. Lloyd, in a letter to his brother, bearing 
date Nov. 25, 1754, says : — 

" We seem to be in but a bad situation here at present, 
our crops poor, Trade almost lost, and just on the brink of 
war in the very heart of our Continent. Our Governor 
(Horatio Sharp) since you went away has received a Com- 
mission which makes him a Lieutenant-Col. in the British 
Establishment, and 'tis said Commander-in-Chief of all our 
forces in America. He has gone to Wills's Creek to recon- 
noitre the troops, and to form schemes how the better to 
conduct the Spring Campaign, which we live in certain ex- 
pectation there will be, although we are but a handful of 
men to the great many which the French can readily raise." 

In Maryland and Pennsylvania the want of efficient co- 
operation in the French war was seriously felt .in several of 
the campaigns. " The requisitions of the Crown for the sup- 
ply of men and money," says McMahon, " although backed 
by the entreaties and remonstrances of their respective 
governors, were in almost every instance disregarded by the 
Assembly." 

Thomas Ringgold writes Dec. 7, 1754: — 

" Our Governour has a commission from Home to command 
in Chief in ye Ohio and is very intent, but the stiff-necked 
Quakers of Penna. carried the Election again, and still stand 
out, will not give a farthing. Would they do anything, I 
believe matters would go on with some spirit, otherwise I 
fear the French will get too well fixed there next summer to 
be easily moved. We have report of 5 sail of men of war 
having arrived at Quebec, if so, it will no doubt be a great 
addition to their strength. Let us know what is thought of 
this affair at Home. Will it not bring on a general war and 
a second ruin to poor Maryland?" 

Mr. Ringgold writes Dec. 13, 1754 : — 

" Tour law business is and shall be taken care of so as to 
give your clients content." 

Also March 10, 1755 :— 

" Our Assembly is called very frequently but do little, 
they are now sitting, and have voted £10,000, but whether 
ye bill will pass or not we can't tell. Ye Upper House 
refused the same on terms in December, and they'll not alter 
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it. The Lord Baltimore objects to two clauses of our in- 
spection Law, ye one for ye regulation of ye money, ye other 
for Limitation of officers' fees, neither of which the Assembly 
will repeal, but obstinately insist on holding both. So I fear 
we shall lose ye whole, and then what shall we do 1 bad as 
times are they must be much worse." 

Sept, 27, 1755, Mr. Einggold writes :— 

" I sit down to write now, not because I don't know how 
to employ my time otherwise, (for tho' I have quitted ye 
profit of the Law, I have been this summer hurried enough 
in finishing old affairs), nor because I have a great deal to 
say, but to show you when a ship is sailing to your door and 
you have no postage that I will not omit an opportunity of 
showing you that time or space wears not out ye friendly 
regard I always had for you. Times have been very difficult 
with us this season. Tobacco from great destruction in the 
House, has run short and put us in the loading way under 
difficulties about loading our ships. Crop notes have been 
precious things, tho' suppose we must lose by them, and 
they'd be more so next year, as we shall not have above \th 
of a crop, & very scant of corn. This you may say is news 
for a Planter and Merchant, and not fit for ye Temple. To 
ye great shame of whoever is in fault, our Assembly nor that 
of Pennsylvania have yet done anything. Ours still split on 
ye ordinary licenses, and theirs now have voted a gen'l land 
tax to raise 50 thousand pound which the Governor will not 
pass unless ye Proprietary's private Estate is exempted, 
which they cry out is highly unjust and unreasonable. 
Whilst we are thus contending the northern people are 
exerting a noble spirit. Col. Johnson at the head of an 
army of American militia without one regular or officer on 
ye establishment, is making bold pushes for Crown Point, 
and the people fly daily to his assistance, so that we expect 
by this time he has 5000 men at least with him. 
' Your Brother the Col. [Col. Edward Lloyd] tells me he 
incloses you ye particulars of what he has done, I therefore 
need not repeat, but we are in the highest Expectation, as we 
have taken off all their principal officers we shall soon have 
a good account of them. It is said only 600 Indians and 
200 French defeated Genl. Braddock, who was lost in his 
abundant security, and by his contempt for ye enemy, and a 
bad agreement amongst the officers. Tho' notwithstanding 
our defeat with Braddock, we have yet considering our ships 
and everything, abundantly the best of the campaign. Col. 
Washington behaved with great calmness, bravery, and in- 
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trepidity in Braddock's action, and keeps up his character. 
He had several horses shot from under him, his cloaths shot 
to pieces, and came oft' unhurt." 

A letter from Eobert Lloyd (first cousin of Col. Lloyd, 
Mr. Hollyday's half brother), Oct. 20, 1755, says :— 

" This will just give you to understand that I am still in 
motion, and upon the brink of dismal times. We don't 
make the country through above a fourth part of a crop of 
Tobacco, scarce corn to support the inhabitants, the stock 
must shift for themselves, the flax has messed, and the people 
almost naked and destitute of money and credit. The French 
and their Indians nibbling on our Frontiers, and no one 
seems to have resolution enough to set the dogs at them. 
You'll say this is a wretched situation to wish you back 
again to, but so it is. Yr assistance will be wanting for 
the relief of a distressed country, the good of which you 
know we have all much at heart. Would our grand Lord 
and Master permit us to furnish the necessary means for our 
defence. We have offered to give and they have refused 'till 
now they won't ask or even give us a publick opportunity of 
either giving or refusing. 'Twas expected on the defeat of 
Braddock we should have had an Assembly called, and again 
upon the arrival of packetts by Montgomerie, but I hear 
nothing of it." 

Under date of Dec. 9, 1755, Col. Edward Lloyd writes : — 

" We are in a most unhappy situation here being often 
alarmed and under apprehension that the French and Indians 
will penetrate far into our country. The horrid cruelties 
that they have acted on some of ours as well as the Virginia 
and Pennsylvania back inhabitants, is most shocking and 
arousing, they impale men and women and even children, and 
set them up on high by way of scare crows, and mangle the 
bodies in a most frightful manner as a terror to others". The 
act of scalping has introduced this. 'Tis amazing that any 
civilized nation should countenance the practice, it ought to 
be held as against the laws of all nations. Our armies are all 
gone into Winter Quarters, although within this month we 
have been threatened with an attack on our army at Lake 
George. The report was that 9000 French and Canadians 
were on their march to attack Gov. Johnson, but this gasco- 
nade or boast presently went off in a mere puff. From Nova 
Scotia Gov. Lawrence has sent home into Maryland 903 of 
the people, who call themselves neutral French. A copy of 
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Bis letter I here enclose you. They have been here this 
month. 

The Gov. being at New York, Mr. Tasker called a Council, 
the resolution (if it may be called a resolution or advice) you 
have also here inclosed. As no doubt much will be talked in 
London of this transaction, you'll from that and the know- 
ledge you have of the law of nations, form an adequate 
judgment of the fitness of the measures taken not only by 
us, but the Council of Nova Scotia. These inhabitants 
before the treaty of Utrecht were said to be the subjects of 
the King, as such no allegiance or obedience could be re- 
quired of them by the King of England, therefore as soon 
as this place was ceded to the Crown of England, rather than 
distress or deprive them of the property they had gained on 
that part of the Continent, his Majesty was most graciously 
pleased to offer them the most advantageous terms that could 
be consistent with the British Constitution, i. e., that they 
should remain in possession of all they had on condition that 
they would become subjects of the Crown of Great Britain, 
and manifest their allegiance and willingness to the said 
King, by taking the oath or oaths prescribed to that end. 

These were the terms by which these people were to be 
distinguished as subjects of the King of England. This, 
however, it is said and well known to be true, they would 
not condescend or subscribe to. Then in the first place it 
may well enough be made a question whether that act which 
they are charged with as being in arms in the French Fort 
at Bodusejour when it surrendered amounts to a rebellion, it 
being said that they never had consented to become subjects 
of the King of England. If the conclusion may be that they 
cannot be deemed rebells, then they are taken and held as 
prisoners of war, and this to me seems the proper state to 
set them in, for it seems that the subjects of the King of 
England (and I suppose by his command) for breach of treaty 
committed by these French, invaded and overcame with 
armed power, and took them as prisoners of war, and retain- 
ing them sent them as such into this province to the care of 
this Government. This Government received them in that 
state from the Capt. that brought them here, and afterwards 
sent them into several County's not under the restraint or 
confinement of any person, but let them at large and to their 
own liberty. It may be here made a question whether this 
conduct be prudent or consistent with good policy, for as 
enemies they came here and as such they must certainly 
remain, because they are all rigid Homan Catholicks, and so 
attached to the French king, that sooner than deny his power 
Vol. vii.— 30 
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over them, they have quitted all that they had in the world. 
Now then, if it should be asked of us how came you to suffer 
these enemies to go at large, what can be said in our justi- 
fication t I fear our, or rather I should say, the President's 
conduct in this will not bear a legal scrutiny (I was against 
this I assure you) however I shall be obliged if you'l give 
me your opinion candidly and as explicitly as your time will 
permit, and if you should be able to collect Mr. Calvert's 
opinion of this transaction, pray favor me with it which you 
may easily do by means of Mr. Anderson or Mr. Hanbnry. 
He sometimes dines at. each of their houses where I say you 
may see him. That they were taken and sent here as 
prisoners of war there can be no doubt I think, as we cannot 
devise any other honorable way of depriving those people who 
were all free born of their liberty. Now it has been made a 
question whether they could be justly deemed prisoners of 
war, as no declaration of war has been made since the last 
treaty of peace. To this may'nt it well be said that as these 
people have violated the treaties entered into with the Crown 
of England, either by committing open hostilities or assisting 
and abetting those that did, I say that they did thereby put 
themselves against the King, whence the King of England 
was implyedly acquitted from performing his part of the 
treaty with them and might renew the war without any 
proclamation since by that acquittance he became in the same 
state as to them as he was in before the treaty was concluded. 
If this be the case then they were brought here as prisoners 
of war and are liable to be called for upon a cartel. What 
will our Government say or do, having released them from 
that just duress or imprisonment which the Government of 
Nova Scotia put upon them ? they are restored or are again 
in a state of freedom. Query then, can this or any other 
government restrain them after such liberty granted, or with- 
out some new violation or breech of the laws as to put them 
under confinement, or can they oblige them into servitude ? 
I say my opinion on the President's question was, that these 
people Bhould be suffered to land, but restrained of their 
liberty. This advice I still think consistent and most proper, 
and the measure that ought to have been pursued, for it may 
well be said that we have as much reason here to be appre- 
hensive of them as enemies, as they at Halifax had. But 
suppose this was not the case, they ought not to have been 
released or suffered to be at large by us as they were the 
King's prisoners, and he alone I think is to order their re- 
leasement. The resolution Mr. Tasker, it is said, has taken, 
is I think unpolitick. He has ordered two of the four vessels 
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to this shore, one at Oxford with 200, the other at "Wieomoco 
with they tell me, 260 additional, another at Patuxent, and 
the 4th stays at Annapolis, without any committment to the 
sheriff, so that they were at large for some time till Collister 
got many of them on board some vessels, one of which with 
sixty odd, was ordered by him into this river Wye, and the 
Capt. instructed to land them on my plantation, for me to do 
what I pleased with them, and this not only against my con- 
sent but in manifest opposition to me, although I had in 
order to prevent their starving or being too heavy a burthen 
on the town of Oxford, ordered my storekeeper to pay Mr. 
Collister five pounds a week for their subsistence at Oxford 
where I expected they would all be kept under some rule. 
But he is so far from grateful for this benefaction, that he 
has sent the above said number, all to 8 or 9 that were left 
with Matthew Tilghman, and Phil Hambleton, and ordered 
them to be quartered on me which will subject me to the 
expense of at least £12 a week, besides making me liable to 
a great deal of danger by their corrupting mine and other 
negro slaves on this river, of which there is at least the num- 
ber 300 that may be called Roman Catholicks, who being by 
some very late practices and declarations dangerous in them- 
selves, become much more so by the addition of these people. 
I say dangerous, because some of my slaves have lately said 
they expected that the French would soon set them free, and 
Nic Griffin (that was Fitzhugh's overseer) was taken up the 
other day on information and affidavits, that he had said the 
negroes would soon be all free men. 

If you think my sentiments just in respect to the conduct 
of our great man (then the greatest), and that these French 
from the intention of Gov. Lawrence in sending them here 
ought not to have been suffered at large, be pleased to do me 
justice, and set me in a true light by saying that I was against 
this procedure. For this end it is that I have said so much 
on this head, and you may also say that through necessity 
and to save them from starving (for the weather is very 
sharp and the sloop froze up in this river) I pay £5 per 
week towards the maintenance of 30 odd at Oxford, and 
expect every hour to be put to an additional expense of £12 
a week for the support of them that are here and can't get 
away, should the river be all froze up which is likely. The 
Gov. had he been here when they were brought, would have 
prevented all this uneasiness & expense to private individuals. 
He, I dare say, wd have had them (the men at least) com- 
mitted or taken into safe custody, but he was at New York 
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attending a grand meeting or Congress of the Governors, 
and ia but just come home. With great good will and 
sincere regard, 

Tour affectionate Brother, 

EDWARD LLOYD. 

I am to attend the Gov. as soon as weather permits." 
April 80, 1756, Thomas Ringgold writes : — 

" Since you think a sc*rawl from me worth the postage I 
will drop a line now by way of Bristol. I observe you 
resolve to stay another year, and I think you judge right, 
and hope it will answer all your purposes. The attendance 
of Westminster must be a great advantage, and when at the 
Temple your studies must be much more entertaining and 
improving, being abstracted from all family and worldly 
concerns and use. 

Shurely when you hear Murray you are not disappointed, 
he certainly speaks very well. Your resolution is prudent 
for another reason, you are out of the continual fears and 
alarms we undergo here on account of the Indians. We 
have not yet forgot since the old Indian war of Dorset to 
exaggerate matters and multiply fears, though we have now 
much more reason to fear. 

Notwithstanding the danger we are in, we are just in the 
old strain. Courtiers contending for power and proprietary 
advantages. Patriots warm with zeal, and so I fear they'll 
continue. They have been sitting ever since the 20th Feb- 
ruary and nothing done. A bill was sent up to raise 40 
thousand pounds several times and returned with negative, 
and nothing is likely to be done. 

The Province is in the same state of defence as when you 
left it, where the fault lies I can't judge, but I think both 
sides to blame. I would have our Assembly protest and 
resolve, and waive all points for the present, raise the money, 
and make a good militia law, and put ourselves in a good 
posture of defence. I hope they will raise the money some 
way or other before they rise. I fear we shall have a bloody 
war and we have the seat of it. We hear 7 Regiments more 
are coming over under the general command of Lord Loudon, 
pray God grant him success and an honorable peace. 

We have been much fermented this winter in our Province 
and Pennsylvania by the Recruiting officers enlisting our 
servants, which we think a very arbitrary and unjustifiable 
step, and a great violation of our property. Pray let me 
know what's thought of it at home. I don't doubt the 
matter will be represented. As to business in the law, it is 
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much divided between young & old hands. You can't 
conceive how scarce Tobacco is. I don't think we shall 
export 10 Thousand hhds with both the remains of the old 
and the new crop. We have a fine prospect for a harvest, 
and a great appearance of industry in the people, were it not 
for the calamities of war I should be in hopes of plenty's 
being restored. As Montgomery will sail soon, I will write 
more fully. Hope I shall tell you our Assembly has done 
something, and hope to have the pleasure by and by of 
acquainting you of the success of our troops. The New 
England men go out this campaign determined to have Crown 
Point." 

June 5, 1756, Thomas Ringgold says : — 

" Montgomery being near sailing, I set down to give you 
the best testimonial of my kind remembrance of you. I 
wrote you a short line by way of Bristol lately, wherein I 
toldyoulhad received y r Fa v r of the 5 a of January, for which 
I am much obliged. The reflection of y e Earth Quake and 
especially at Lisbon, is Terrible. Man ! what is he ? Why 
should we think much of ourselves, or the world, when liable 
to such a variety of woes ? I have the pleasure to tell you 
that I am not a sufferer in the fatal catastrophy, though I 
believe many at Philadelphia are. I deal chiefly at home, 
don't haste to get rich, and by that don't Risque much, it 
seems to me to be the shurer way to get rich, tho' perhaps y e 
former may be something longer. I take a view of my affairs 
once a year, and find them rather better, therefore am con- 
tent with a little at home, without the slavery of attending 
County Courts, and can give you a glass of good old Madeira 
when I once have the pleasure of seeing you again. 

Your old Cecil friends much want to see you, and much 
your assistance, I believe, for from such Lawyers they pray 
deliverance. Last March Court there was no sitting day. 
Ye over Elk Justices wou'd not or cou'd not get over. Col. 
Veazy neglected, and Bayard was not of the Quorum, and so 
the Court Fell. 

The Assembly sitting, the Charles Town people set about 
a petition for Removal of the Court House to their Town, 
Ye Head of Elkers to have it there, the Sassafras neckers to 
continue it still on the ponds of Avon. The pistols flew 
about, and council was engaged on all sides, and after a 
debate of a whole day, it is still settled and fixed on the old 
spott, but Peter Bayard is to build a famous Tavern there, 
wherein you are to be entertained even with cheese, cakes, 
and custards, so he promised ye Assembly. 
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Charles Gordon has lost his wife, poor Ben Pearce is no 
more, Will Bordley is married to Sally Pearce, Matt Bordley 
has lost his wife, and we tell Julia she must look out again, 
and since we are in the family, let me tell you Stephen is 
Attorney General and Naval Officer of Annapolis. So flys 
away burning glowing Patriotism ! Dulany is at present out, 
talks of being in the Lower House again. Some say true 
patriotism or at least a moderate zeal for right, and the good 
of ye country, keeps him out, others they have not come up 
to his price. So it goes amongst the great, but I suppose I 
need not tell you these things, being near ye Fountain you 
hear how the streams of Honour etc. issue forth. However 
James let me take the Freedom to tell you one thing, that is 
that yr Fortune and your personal abilities will be fully 
sufficient to put you above the paltry dependence waiting on 
the best of their offices. If they are rode as represented, as 
mean as my business is, I wou'd not give it with my liberty 
& Freedom for the very best of them at their pleasure. The 
solid satisfaction, the self approved consciousness, arising 
from true and real patriotism, from a life well spent in recti- 
tude and real service of the country, must be worth much 
more than the mistaken tinsel Honour, attending what we 
call, our high stations here. 

Our Assembly set three months, are now risen, have raised 
at last, with much to do, forty thousand pounds, 'tis by an 
excise on strong liqueurs, a land Tax, and many small duties, 
amongst the rest a Tax of 20 lbs. per annum on old Bachelors! 
so take care and fix soon after you come in, or you'll be 
mulcted for your inactivity. Indeed a man who does not 
marry where there's so many good girls want Husbands as 
with us, deserves to pay. They splitt about a Militia law, 
and threw out the bill framed which was a very good one, 
so that for want of it we shall still be in a very bad posture 
of defence. But I hope we shall be more quiet than we have 
been. Our Provinces, publishing large rewards for scalpes, 
induced wood men to go out, and they have had some skir- 
mishes with the Indians, killed some and drove off' the rest, 
and 'tis said they begin to sue for peace, hope we shall be at 
peace with them again. 

Our forces to the Northward are doing nothing, suppose 
they are waiting for Lord Loudon. I wish for an honourable 
peace that's best. If we have a war, believe it will be a 
bloody one. The King of Prussia seems to be the balance 
master. I don't understand Politicks, but I don't like his 
Treaty with us, will not the preventing the Russians from 
entering Europe make ye French easy on that side, and 
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enable them to bend all their strength to the sea aud against 
us ? I long to see you, as does many of y r Friends, but I 
think you quite right in not hurrying away too soon, and 
doubt not y r making the best use of yr time." 

Mr. Hollyday remained in London pursuing his studies at 
the Temple until 1758, when he returned to " Read bourne," 
his Maryland home in Queen Anne's County. He qualified 
in the Provincial Courts, and resuming the practice of his 
profession soon ranked among the first lawyers in the colony. 
As a statesman he appears to have had the confidence of his 
constituents, but having a repugnance to holding any position 
in public life, it was only after earnest solicitations, and 
during very critical periods in the history of the colony, that 
he could be induced to serve in any office whatever. When 
the appeals came he did not hesitate to sacrifice feelings, ease, 
and comfort, but cheerfully and willingly gave his best ener- 
gies to the service of his country. 

On September 7, 1758, his half brother Col. Lloyd from 
" Wye House" wrote to him at " Readbourne :" — 

" I hear from all quarters that the people of Queen Anne's 
all agree to choose you oue of their representatives. It may 
be somewhat inconvenient to you to act in that station, yet 
I hope and believe that you have so much of the spirit of 
Patriotism in you that you will not refuse your good offices, 
at this so critical a time to your country." 

Mr. Hollyday obeyed the call of his country, and served in 
the Lower House of Assembly from 1758 to about 1770. 

We are informed by his friend Mr. Anderson (a wealthy 
London banker, and connected with the family by his mar- 
riage with Miss Rebecca C. Lloyd), that Mr. Hollyday was 
appointed by Lord Baltimore one of the Councillors, and a 
member of the Upper House, and his letter of congratulation 
written from London on April 29, 1765, reads thus :— 

" I wish you joy of your seat in the Council, as Mr. Cal- 
vert desires me to keep it secret I don't alter your direction, 
he behaved very genteelly on the occasion. I doubt not you 
will write to my Lord, and return him thanks, wbich many 
have omitted to do, which is not rirfit. Should you and I 
live until anything worth while drops, you stand as fair for 
it as any." 
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The Assembly convened on September 23, 1765, and the 
Stamp Act was the first subject that engaged the attention 
of that body, and on the second day of its session they ap- 
pointed commissioners to the Stamp Act Congress, to be held 
in New York, and a committee to draft their instructions. 
Mr. Hollyday was of that committee, also Thomas Johnson, 
of Anne Arundel, John Goldsborough, of Talbot, and others. 
The English Parliament being satisfied that force alone could 
carry the Stamp Act into effect, it was repealed on March 
11, 1766. The spirit of arbitrary power, however, had not 
yet departed from the colonial policy of England. It slept, 
soon to awake, and it awoke only to consummate the liber- 
ties of the colonists. 

" On July 2, 1767," says McMahon, " an Act was passed 
imposing new duties on paper, glass, in all its varieties, and 
generally on all articles of most necessary consumption, 
especially on tea, the duties to take effect after the 20th of 
November ensuing. As if to impart to it new features of 
oppression this Act was accompanied by others about the 
same period, whose objects entitled them to rank as its fel- 
lows." The Maryland Assembly was not convened, after 
the passage of this obnoxious bill, until the 24th of May 
following, and on the 8th of June of that year (1768) the 
Lower House appointed a committee " consisting of gentle- 
men distinguished for their abilities, and attachment to the 
cause of the colonists, to draft a petition to the King remon- 
strating against the late impositions, and Mr. Hollyday was 
one of the number appointed, also Matthew Tilghman, of 
Talbot County, and Thomas Ringgold, of Kent. Remon- 
strances and invectives of the most exciting character were 
let loose upon these Acts from every quarter of the country, 
which led to a partial rescinding of the duty Act, but still 
leaving a tax on tea. 

The controversy with the mother country, thus mitigated, 
was renewed with increased vigor in May, 1773, caused bj' 
an Act of Parliament allowing the East India Company a 
drawback upon teas exported to America, which resulted in 
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war, and terminated in the independence of the colonies and 
the confederation of sovereign States. 

" In 1692," says McMahon, " the Church of England be- 
came the established Church of the Colonies, and provision 
was made for the support of her clergy by the imposition of 
a poll tax of 40 pounds of Tobacco on the taxable property 
of each parishioner, to be collected by the sheriff, and paid 
over to ' those appointed to serve in the sacred ministry of 
the same.' " And again : " In 1763 an Act was passed re- 
ducing the tax to 30 pounds, at which it continued until 
1770, when the disagreement of the two Houses (of the 
Assembly) permitted the Act of 1763 to expire, and that 
of 1702, which had fixed the tax at 40 pounds, was held to 
be revived." 

The people of Maryland were greatly excited by these 
measures, called " the Vestry Acts," and Mr. Hollyday, and 
others equally interested in matters concerning the church, 
took a prominent part in the discussions arising therefrom, 
which though purely technical were intensely bitter on both 
sides. McMahon says : " The abilities of the most distin- 
guished lawyers in the colony were enlisted, and rarely has 
the discussion of any legal question exhibited more learning 
and talent. The opinions of Mr. Hollyday and Mr. Dulany 
sustaining the validity of the Act, and those of Mr. Paca 
and Mr. Chase in opposition to it, have been preserved, and 
are remarkable for their ingenious views and profound inves- 
tigations." 

In 1772 Eev. Hugh Neill, Rector of St. Paul's Parish, 
Queen Anne's County, wrote to Mr. Hollyday in the follow- 
ing words : — 

"Sir: Enclosed you have Mr. Cook's opinion delivered to 
Rev. Mr. McGill. I have bad it carefully transcribed for 
your use. Mr. Dulany is of the opinion that there are not so 
many respectable authorities on the other side as Mr. Cook 
imagines. Among the many subsequent laws that have been 
quoted either in print or elsewhere as a confirmation of the 
Law of 1702 for the establishment of religion, I find one 
omitted which I think as cogent as any of them, viz., the law 
for establishing Charles Town. If a law may be trampled upon 
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that has been so repeatedly confirmed, interwoven with the 
Constitution, and under which all the Vestries in the Pro- 
vince for seventy years have acted on, we may bid a final 
adieu to all Law, as each of the Acts of this Province may 
undergo the same fate and be abrogated not by the Legisla- 
ture, but by the voice of clamour and faction. Dear sir, you 
will pardon me if I tell you that your country calls aloud 
for your integrity and abilities at the enshewing election. 
It is to be hoped that you will sacrifice your private tran- 
quillity to the public good, and once more represent the good 
people of Queen Anne's. 

I am with due regard 
Your most obedient humble servant, 

HUGH NEILL." 

To this letter Mr. Hollyday sent on Aug. 1, 1772, the fol- 
lowing reply : — 

"Sir: Inclosed is my opinion of the two questions upon 
the Act of 1702. "Whether the Act is in force ? and whether 
the Sheriff can execute for the 40 per poll ? It has been 
delayed longer than I expected it would be when I saw you. 
I had then some business on hand which I was obliged to 
give the first despatch to, which with the interruptions I 
have met with prevented my sitting down to the subject 
until Tuesday last, since when I have been pretty closely 
employed with it. 

My sentiments in point of Law as to the claim of the 
clergy you have pretty fully in the enclosed. My opinion 
of the success of a suit agt. a sheriff you already know. I 
would not undertake to give you any assurance on that Head. 

I presume it is not expected that I should send copies of 
this opinion to Messrs. Keen and Alpin, but that you will of 
course communicate it to them. 

I must not conclude without taking note of the undeserved 
compliment you are pleased to pay me in the conclusion of 
your letter, but I desire you will be assured that it is my 
fixed Resolution to engage no more in the Business of As- 
sembly. 

I am sir yr most obedient servt, 

JAS. HOLLYDAY." 

Mr. Hollyday did not long adhere to his " fixed resolution," 
for when the oppressions of America roused her virtuous 
sons to vindicate her injured rights, he was among the first 
to espouse her cause, and, sacrificing domestic ease and every 
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home comfort that wealth afforded, he hastened to discharge 
the important duties of a member of the Convention and 
Council of Safety, and performed them with credit to him- 
self and honor to his country. 

In the Journal of the Conventions of 1774, '75, and '76, we 
find a record of his services, and learn that Mr. Hollyday 
was a leading spirit in that galaxy of brilliant minds : — 

In July, 1775, Mr. Hollyday was appointed by ballot one 
of eight persons elected from the Eastern shore of Maryland 
on the Council of Safety for the Province. 

Dec. 29th, 1775, chairman of the Committee (elected by 
ballot) to prepare a draft of instruction for the deputies 
representing this Province in Congress. 

Jan. 9th, 1776, elected by ballot chairman of a Committee 
" to prepare and report a scheme for the emission of bills of 
credit to defray the expenses of defending this Province." 

Jan. 18th, 1776. " It was ordered that James Hollyday, 
Charles Carroll of Carrollton, and Gustavus Scott Esqr., 
revise the Journal and proceedings of this Convention, and 
direct what part shall be published." 

May 10th, 1776. " Mr. Hollyday was elected by ballot 
chairman of the Committee to examine the papers laid before 
the Convention by the Council of Safety, relative to the 
conduct of the said Samuel Purviance Jr., and report the 
charge arising thereon." 

May 24th, 1776. " Mr. Hollyday was elected one ot that 
celebrated Committee which politely invited the last Colo- 
nial Governor his Excellency Robert Eden Esqr. ' to vacate,' 
and was also chairman of the Committee appointed to con- 
sider a memorial from the officers of the battalion of regu- 
lars stationed at Annapolis." 

May 25th, 1776. " Mr. Hollyday was elected one of a 
Committee to prepare a passport for his Excellency Governor 
Eden, and to draft a letter to the Committee of Safety of 
Virginia, and received orders to assist Jeremiah Townley 
Chase in revising the Journal of the proceedings of this 
Convention." 

June 21st, 1776. " A letter from the President of the 
Congress together with resolutions of the 1st, 3rd, and 4th 
of June being laid before the Convention and read, ' ordered 
that the same be referred to a Committee to report their 
opinion thereon,' and Messrs. Hollyday, S. Chase, T. John- 
son, Goldsborough, and Plater were elected by ballot a com- 
mittee for that purpose." 
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July 2d, 1776. On reading a resolution of the Virginia 
Convention of the 81st May last, Resolved that a Committee 
be appointed to report proper resolutions in answer to the 
same, and Mr. Hollyday was one of the five gentlemen ap- 
pointed. 

This record is sufficient proof of the favor and good-will 
of the people towards Mr. Hollyday, and of their high ap- 
preciation of his talents as a statesman, and of his character 
as " an honorable man," also of their confidence in his ability 
to act in all these positions of trust. 

That he was " not without honor among his own people" 
we learn from a letter written by his relative, Mr. Michael 
Earle, to his kinsman, Mr. Ringgold, in which he says (re- 
ferring to the appointment of a Council of Safety) " I hope 
Mr. Hollyday will be one that will serve. I wish you could 
get every man as able." 

The following letter declining the office of Chancellor will 
be read with interest, as giving even greater evidence of the 
high estimation in which Mr. Hollyday was held, and of his 
preference for private life : — 

" Queen Anne's Co., 8th April, 1777. 

To the Honorable Nicholas Thomas, 
Speaker of the House of Delegates, 
Annapolis. 

Sir : Yesterday evening your letter dated the 3d of the 
present month was delivered to me little after 6 o'lk. The 
messenger who brought it informed me that he had been 
waiting from 10 o'lk at which time I was rode out, and did 
not return until about 6. I will not conceal from you Sir, 
that having been told some time ago that the H. of Delegates 
had been pleased to recommend me for the office of Chan- 
cellor, and that it was thought their recommendation would 
be concurred with by the Senate, I had taken my resolution 
on the subject before the receipt of your letter. I have ever 
thought the task of judging to be among the hardest and 
Severest Duties, and I am the more unqualified for this par- 
ticular Department as my practice in my profession has been 
altogether in the Courts of Law. It is my wish to spend the 
remainder of my days in Retirement from busy life, and in 
the exercise of such offices of Humanity as the Circle of my 
own neighbourhood may furnish occasion for, and in this wish 
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I am Dot without hopes of being indulged. I really Sir feel 
that I am every day growing less fit for the discharge of any 
kind of public Duty. For these reasons I am obliged to 
decline the acceptance of this very honorable appointment, 
and desire that it may be considered in the light of an ex- 
plicit refusal, if this should be thought necessary. If I 
imagined that under these circumstances my attendance at 
Annapolis was expected, I would immediately wait upon the 
Government, tho' my state of health at present is not very 
good. 

I cannot conclude Sir, without expressing my grateful 
sense of the high distinction shown me by the honorable 
Bodies who have concurred in, and the obliging manner in 
which you have been pleased to communicate this appoint- 
ment. 

I am with very true Esteem and Respect 

Sir, yr most obedt and very humble Servt 

JA. HOLLYDAY. 

We learn from a letter written to Mr. Thomas Dockery, 
of North Carolina, February 11, 1779, that Mr. Hollyday 
not only retired from public life, but eventually abandoned 
(doubtless for good reasons) his profession as a lawyer, hav- 
ing " left the wrangling of the Bar and am in no other char- 
acter than that of a plain Farmer, who is seldom out of sight 
of the smoke of his own chimney, happy enough, indeed, in 
this, were I conscious that I deserved the encomiums your 
partial Friendship has so lavishly bestowed on me." 

"Mr. Hollyday never married, and from his letters to his 
nieces, Mazey and Sally Anderson, we judge that his heart 
was never touched by la belle passion. There is a tradition 
that he was rarely seen to smile, and but once indulged in 
immoderate laughter, which greatly alarmed his friends. 
This great depression of spirits can, in a measure, be ac- 
counted for in the irreparable loss of his mother, to whom 
he was devotedly attached. The affection he bore to his 
only brother, Harry Hollyday, of ' Eatcliffe Manor,' 1 breathes 

1 Henry Hollyday (born March 9, 1725; died November 11, 1789) was 
also a member of the Maryland Assembly, and in September, 1765, was 
appointed by that body one of the committee which drafted the Eesolves 



446 Biographical Memoir of James Hollyday. 

in every line we read from his pen, and his brother's chil- 
dren, and those of his half-sister, Mrs. William Anderson, of 
London, were constant recipients of the favors his great 
wealth enabled him to offer them. He led a happy bachelor 
life at ' Headbourne,' keeping open house, and giving a 
hearty welcome and shelter to any relative who was not so 
blest as himself in this world's goods." — {Genealogical Notes 
of the Chamberlaine Family of Maryland.) 

The prominent part Mr. Hollyday took in the discussions 
of the vestry acts leads us to suppose that he was a member 
in the congregation of St. Paul's, the parish church, and 
from the record of the past we have every reason to believe 
that, like St. Barnabas of old, he " was a good man," and 
that he was "accepted in the Beloved," when, November 5, 
1786, "he was gathered to his forefathers" and "entered 
into life eternal." The following notice of his death ap- 
peared in the Baltimore Advertiser of November 10, 1786 : — 

"On Sunday last departed this life in Queen Anne's 
County, on the Eastern Shore of this State, the Hon. James 
Hollyday, Esq., a gentleman of distinguished abilities and 
virtue as a lawyer and a statesman, and of the most amiable 
and benevolent disposition. He represented Queen Anne's 
County for many years, with honour to himself and advantage 
to his country, and was one of the framers of our most excel- 
lent Constitution." 

giving some solemn and explicit declaration of their feelings against the 
Stamp Act, snch action being rendered peculiarly necessary by the attempts 
to misrepresent the Maryland people in England. " Pre-eminent amongst 
all the legislative declarations of the Colonies," says McMahon, " for the 
lofty and dignified tone of their remonstrances, and for the entire unanimity 
with which they were adopted, these resolves form one of the proudest por- 
tions of our history." 

James, son of Henry Hollyday, served in both branches of the Assembly, 
and was, a member of the Maryland Convention which ratified the Constitu- 
tion of the United States. Since that time each Constitutional Convention 
of Maryland has included a member of the family, viz., that of 1851, Wil- 
liam M. Hollyday (grandson of Henry through his son Henry), that of 1864, 
George S. Hollyday (grandson of Henry through his son James), and that 
of 1867, Eichard C. Hollyday, brother of William M. Hollyday. 
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In concluding this sketch of so eminent a man, it becomes 
not one so closely related as the author to dilate on the 
merits that justly entitle him to a lengthy tribute, but it 
may not be amiss to express a wish that many of the name 
among the rising generation may be found " to emulate his 
virtues." 



